NETBALL
e ¥ BERKSHIRE

Berkshire Netball
Minutes of Annual General Meeting
Held on Thursday 22 August 2024
Via Zoom

Present: Sarah Feast (Chair) BNMB, Sue Garrett (Berkshire President), Julie Arnold (Secretary) BNMB, Mary
Stanley (Umpiring Secretary) BNMB, Kate Maxfield (Competitions) BNMB, Charlotte Maxfield (Treasurer)
BNMB, Debbie Horm (Publicity) BNMB, Tina Berenger (Safeguarding) BNMB, Kerry Grundy (Coaching) BNMB,
Debbie Spindlow (Berkshire NDO), Jane Bedwell (Charters Triple SSS), Michelle Benson (BDNL), Marina
Bignell (Magnet), Karen Bossom (Woodley), Emma Cantrell (Finchampstead), Tracey Carter
(Wokingham/Berkshire Premier League), Rebecca Cheek (Tadley), Jacqui Cossar (Rushmoor), Jane Hodgetts
(Thunderbirds), Richard Lucas (Magnet), Jen Luyten-Hawkins (Bs), Vicky McLaughlin (Reading & District
Netball League), Ali Stamp (Newbury Juniors), Megan Walmsley (Laurel Park), Tracey Woods (Bracknell &
District Netball League), Clare Yeoman (Royals), Zoe Wright (Newbury Juniors)

1. Apologies: Fiona Stewart (Woodley)

2. Minutes of Last AGM (31.08.23):
The AGM minutes from 31.08.23 were accepted as a true record of proceedings.
Proposed: Jane Bedwell
Seconded: Kate Maxfield

3. Matters Arising:

f) Treasurers Report - Sue Garrett asked when would the Accounts be audited for the year and if
there could be an approximation of expenditure breakdown made available —i.e. what is to come and for
what - SF commented that CM would report further in her report but that accruals were now being reported
on.

4. Officers Reports:

a) Chair’s Report - Sarah Feast

e Berkshire Netball have enjoyed another successful season due to the amazing work of the volunteers
within the Clubs and Leagues throughout the County and on the Board.
Highlights of the season were as follows:

e The Board undertook and completed the Tier 1 Governance review required by England Netball and
are currently awaiting feedback from EN. During the 2024/25 season we will be continuing to work
on the areas identified for improvement as part of the review.

e The Berkshire Junior League was once again a huge success with teams from across the County and
beyond enjoying regular matches at various venues. Thanks to Kate Maxfield who, together with her
sub-committee, worked tirelessly to ensure that so many young players had the opportunity to
compete on a regular basis.

e In addition to the Winter League, a friendly Summer League took place to give teams the chance to
keep playing regular netball.



Berkshire Netball continued to run 2 x U13 and 2 x U15 Players Development Programmes as part of
the EN Player Pathway and were pleased to welcome some new faces to the coaching team.

We continued to provide financial support to clubs and individuals with a number of bursaries being
awarded during the year.

Our Berkshire Umpiring Lead, Mary Stanley, oversaw the development of many umpires within the
County at all levels and, due to the hard work by her and her team of Assessors, many umpires were
successful in gaining umpiring qualifications.

Our Berkshire NDO, Debbie Spindlow, continued to provide excellent support to the Board as well as
delivering her own work programme within the County. She organised a number of EN netball
programmes including Walking Netball and Back to Netball. She also organised a tournament for
teams whose players are not currently part of a competition squad as well as a Walking Netball
Tournament.

Berkshire Clubs and Schools were once again well represented at national finals in their respective
competitions with Eagles going through from the Netball South competition to the National U16
Clubs finals (finishing 5") and Royals going through in the U14 age group (finishing 9%"). Bursaries
were provided to both clubs to assist with their costs of attending these events.

Wellington College qualified through the county and regional rounds of National Schools at both U16
and U19 age groups.

Berkshire Technical Officials have once again been heavily involved with the NSL this season at both
Surrey Storm and London Pulse.

Eagles Netball Club built on their success of last season by achieving back-to-back promotions and
will be competing in the top tier of the National Premier League in 2024/25. Their home matches
are played at Rivermead LC in Caversham, and this gives an excellent opportunity for Berkshire
netballers to go along and watch some top-class netball.

Athena Bs represented Berkshire at the Netball South Play Offs and attained a place in Division 3
Open League for the 2024/25 season.

Christina Turton-Berenger was co-opted onto the Berkshire Netball Management Board during the
2023/24 season in the position of County Safeguarding Officer.

Thank you to everyone involved with netball in Berkshire and to all the amazing people who help to make
all of this happen. The dedication and hard work of all these people help to deliver netball in the County.

b) Competitions Report — Kate Maxfield
We are very proud to promote and financially support the BJNL league to develop our grassroots
junior players and continue to offer a competitive platform within a safe environment for players
aged 10-19. Many venues have increased their costs, some substantially and to ensure netball
continues to be accessible for all supporting the junior league will remain a priority. Thank you to
the club coaches who worked tirelessly giving up many hours to facilitate junior netball in
Berkshire. Our junior league has continued to thrive offering competitive matches for many junior
teams in Berkshire.
Congratulations to all the teams that medalled:

U1l Div1 U11 Div 2 U12 Div 1 U12 Div 2 U12 Div 3 U13 Div1 U13 Div 2

Magic Newbuy Magic Bs Sky Woodley White Newbury Tadley

Eagles Wokingham Red Eagles Royals Windsor Woodley Finch

5 ways Royals Navy Royals Newbury Finch Green Wokingham Red | Windsor

U14 Div 1 U14 Div 2 U16 Div 1 U16 Div 2 U16 Div 3 U16 Div 4 ;




Magic Bs Navy Royals Royals Bs Navy Laurel Park Royals
Finch Green Newbury Magnet Magnet Passnplay Bs White Royals Navy
Bs Sky Woodley Bs Sky Magic Rushmoor Woodley Magic

I would like to thank two of my fellow Board members, Debbie Horn for her continued help with all
things technical and Kerry Grundy who has taken on the role of junior league umpiring secretary
with the view to supporting and developing our young umpires who officiate the junior league
fixtures. Kerry will do this under the guidance of Mary Stanley.
Over the Summer we ran a successful mid-week friendly league at St Neots, this allowed some
junior clubs the opportunity to play netball, and we have had lots of positive feedback about the
competition and hope to do the same next year.
We ran the National School competition at Theale Green School last October and as always my
thanks go to the Board who helped support the event, Mary who with her army of TEAM WHITE
officiated, and Julie Arnold who was the tournament referee. Congratulations to the schools who
went on to represent the County at regional schools:
U14s - Winner: St Georges Ascot; Runner Up: Wellington
U16s - Winner: *Wellington; Runner Up: The Marist
U19s - Winner: *Wellington; Runner Up: The Marist
*U16 and *U19 Wellington both went on to represent Netball South at the National Finals.
The 2024-25 National Schools County tournament U14, U16 & U19 has been set for Saturday 12th
October at Theale Green School. Mary Stanley | know will be in touch to ask for qualified “C” or
above umpires to help. The top two from each age group will go on to represent the County at the
regional tournament. Berkshire school entry forms have already been sent out.
The Board last season supported the BPNL for the season 2023-24 - | was heavily involved in
sourcing venues and creating fixtures and worked closely with the BPNL Chair Tracey Doran Carter
who | must praise for the competent and committed energy she has put into the running of this
league. Congratulations to Athena B’s who went to the NS regional Div 3 play-offs and subsequently
qualified for the Regional League Open Division 3. | continue to sit on the BPNL committee for
season 2024/25 as the Berkshire Netball representative.
Looking ahead we are hoping to have another great season, listening to clubs' requests we have
regrouped and refocused to give more opportunities to grassroots County teams, our priority will
remain on facilitating junior netball to the highest possible standard while encouraging the
development of players, coaches, and umpires but also never losing sight of the game-changing
effect sport brings to our lives. The 2024-25 season fixtures have been circulated and we are in the
planning stages of developing a recreational-friendly league to give even more girls the opportunity
to play competitive sport.

Thank you to all for your continued patience and support

c)

d)

Coaching Report — Kerry Grundy

Level 1 and 2 courses have been released. If you haven’t been able to get on one, then please
register your interest on the England Netball website.

If there are any clubs that are struggling for coaches, then please let Kerry Grundy know
Please ensure all coaches have their safeguarding and first aid up to date

Thank you to all the coaches that help to build and develop our netballers across Berkshire

Officiating — Mary Stanley
The 2023/2024 season is another season which has been very successful with many
candidates taking assessments and passing.




e)

Into Officiating

® All theory courses are now online and we have had record numbers of Berkshire umpires attending

these.

Once these candidates have completed the 2 part course they are being picked up by their leagues
and have received mentoring to progress to the practical assessment. This season as a result we
now have 52 new Into Officiating umpires. | am very grateful to Charters, Bracknell, Reading and
Maidenhead Leagues for providing their support and also many teams in the County helping these
umpires on their umpiring pathway.

C Award

Many qualified umpires in the leagues have taken up the challenge to mentor new and up and
coming umpires towards their C award qualification. Once the C award course has been completed
on line they complete a written paper and a log book of matches umpired during the season. Once
the umpire and mentor feel happy with the progress they apply for the practical assessment.

We now have 26 new C award umpires. My grateful thanks to all those who have been involved in
supporting these umpires.

Progression to B award & A award.

The county are always very keen to support any umpires wishing to progress along the officiating
pathway to a higher level. We provide mentors to give them support. All B award courses are now
on line with a one day face to face practical workshop. All courses are booked through Engage.
Many congratulations to Erin Graham who passed her A award and Clare van Spall who passed her
B award this season.

Also to Lara Hall who passed the B/A written paper in June and Kerry Grundy in February.

New Assessors

| am pleased to let you know that our 2 new Into Assessors from last season have progressed to C
Award Assessors. Congratulations to Toni Brunsdon and Clare van Spall. This allows the County to
have a wider range of Assessors to choose from.

National Schools

An excellent team of umpires were invited to the Berkshire Round of National Schools and all were
given mentoring support on the day. Thank you to all those involved.

The Tournament for the new season is being held on the 12" October at Theale Green School
Congratulations also go to Bev Goodman who received the Netball South Regional One Award in the
Community Grass Roots category, and will go forward to the National event in October at the
National Motorcycle Museum Also Clare van Spall who was nominated for a Get Berkshire Active
award and won.

My many thanks to all involved in progressing umpires in the county and for giving me their support.
Amended Rules & EN Webinars

Just a reminder that all umpires, players and coaches even, are advised to attend the EN Webinars
that are currently being held in relation to the Amended Rules that come into force on 1 September
2024. | know that Margaret Deighan held a session with Woodley NC but | am not aware of anywhere
else wishing to stage one.

Development Report — Sarah Feast

Berkshire Netball continued to run 2 x U13 and 2 x U15 PDPs for talented young athletes at St Neots
School, Eversley (U13) and Wellington College (U15). Following the change in the eligibility criteria
by EN this year we welcomed athletes not only within Berkshire but also from Oxfordshire, Sussex
and Surrey.

We welcomed several new coaches to our PDP coaching team- Kate Maxfield, Georgie Maxfield,
Marina Bowles, Zoe O’Brien, Jacqui Cossar, Poppy Simpson, Katie Holmes as well as myself.



f)

g)

Berkshire hosted 2 Play Days and welcomed teams from Surrey and Hampshire.

Berkshire welcomed squads from Surrey Storm Aspire on 2 occasions during the season for an
evening of match play against our U15 athletes and we also took an U15 squad over to play at Surrey
Storm.

We sent 1 xU13 and 1 x U15 team to the Bedfordshire Invitational PDP Tournament. They competed
against teams from all over the country with 18 teams in each age group. They performed well,
finishing 5% in both age groups.

A number of U15 athletes were selected for franchise U15 Schools Games Academies for Surrey
Storm and Mavericks with some making it into the final competition squads.

Some of the athletes who graduated from the Berkshire U15 PDP in May 2023 were successful at
franchise trials in September and gained places in franchise U7 and PDPs.

As Berkshire Player Pathway Lead (PPL) | continued to sit on the Surrey Storm Pathway Management
Group along with counterparts from Surrey, Sussex and Hampshire together with Mikki Austin, Bev
Bostock and Annette Allanson from Surrey Storm.

Following the announcement of the restructuring of the NSL for 2024/25 and the demise of the
Surrey Storm franchise there was a lot of concern raised about the lack of a Player Pathway within
the area. Berkshire’s PPL worked together with the Regional Board to lobby EN to reconsider the
decision not to offer a franchise Player Pathway Programme to replace the loss of Surrey Storm.
Together with many others affected by this decision, the Berkshire PPL also raised concerns directly
with EN CEO Fran Connelly and as a result of that lobbying and the outcry from the netball
community, EN have now appointed London Pulse to offer a parallel pathway programme to provide
continued opportunities for athletes within our Region.

Financial Report — Charlotte Maxfield

CM reported that our cash balance was fairly flat in 2023. Following on from feedback from last
year’'s AGM we have now brought in Accruals, i.e. Invoices that have been received late from
suppliers (i.e. Schools who are notorious for sending in their Invoices late for Venue use). | have
therefore accrued the costs from last year into this year’s accounts and that is why our Net result
shows a large loss as we have effectively doubled up on our expenses. | haven’t corrected the
comparatives as the Accounts were audited without any issues. Therefore, at the end of this year
our deficit was to the tune of £7,049. This is also due to an overlap of costs, as our Financial Year
ends in March, but the PDP season does not finish until May and although the Athletes pay in
advance, we still have coaches and court hire to pay out. Debts are also a bit higher this season as
we had more athletes using our Payment Plan Scheme to enable making netball accessible to all and
we were waiting for reimbursement from EN where we assisted in helping out an event by supplying
umpires.

We supported numerous Bursary applications during the course of the season, and have seen an
increase in the numbers, mainly for Coaching Courses, but we also support Schools who go to the
National Finals, and Clubs who go to National Club Finals.

We did have to reimburse athletes, who could not commit to the PDP programme due to selection
to franchises. This has been included in the other expenses category.

The Junior League ran at a deficit as we continue to support athletes and subsidise grassroots netball.
Sue Garrett asked if the outstanding invoices received in May 2024 were reflected in the Accounts
presented at this meeting. CM responded and said they did and appeared in the Accruals section. SG
asked about the approval of the accruals and CM responded saying that once the Accounts are
approved at this AGM, they will be sent to the Auditor for approval, who will also be appointed at
this AGM.

Publicity Report — Debbie Horn
Berkshire Netball website continues to host information about netball in the County.



h)

Social media continues to be a great medium of communication for up-to-date news and information,
with our most popular posts often about umpiring success! Thanks to KM and SF for updating Twitter
(now X) and Facebook.
Our Facebook group for Berkshire Netball Umpires has proved invaluable for clubs to find umpires
for netball fixtures for all leagues in Berkshire. It’s a forum for sharing information about umpiring
courses and umpiring questions, teams can post if they need an umpire or if they are an umpire
looking for games.
Please follow or like our social media accounts so that information reaches as many people as
possible. www.berkshirenetball.co.uk
www.twitter.com/BerksNetball - Up 4% to 1,517 followers
www.facebook.com/BerkshireNetball - Up 24% to 578 followers
www/facebook.com/groups/berkshirenetballumpires/ - Up 34% to 515 members
www.instagram.com/berkshirenetball/ - Up 56% to 859 followers
www.threads.net/@berkshirenetball - Up 121% to 115 followers
Thank you to Clubs, Schools and Committee Members who have contributed.
If your school, club, league has any news, forthcoming events or interesting information, along with
photos that you would like us to publish on the social media sites please contact me at
berkshirenetballpublicity@gmail.com.

Safeguarding Officer Report — Christina Berenger

CB explained the role of the County Safeguarding Officer:

The County Safeguarding Officer is a point of contact for Club Safeguarding Officers (CSOs), so every
Club should have one and they should have the appropriate DBS cover as stipulated by EN.
Occasionally they should also be available as a contact for clubs, should someone feel they cannot
approach their own CSO.

The County Safeguarding Officer will not receive reports of, record or investigate serious or repeated
instances of abuse or poor practice as that is for the England Netball safeguarding team to do, but
they may on occasion be requested by EN to support them.

The County Safeguarding Officer is responsible for supporting CSOs within the county in relation to
giving advice about the Wellbeing, Safeguarding and Protection of all members, promoting good
practice and Safeguarding within Clubs and Leagues and to work with others towards the safest and
most inclusive environments.

For advice and guidance on safeguarding there are useful resources on the England Netball website
under Safeguarding. https://www.englandnetball.co.uk/governance/safeguarding

Here you will find new sections for clubs, players, coaches and parents as well as new guidance
documents including on how to recognise and respond to abuse and poor practice and some case
examples.

England Netball have recently carried out an audit to ensure clubs with one or more junior members
(under 18), have DBS checks in place. There are quite a number that do not, and they have been
emailed directly.

My first request is for each league to put a process in place to ensure that every club / team
participating in your league, has a CSO and they are named on Engage. And if the club / team have
any U18 members, each CSO has a current DBS.

England Netball send useful quarterly Safeguarding bulletins and guidance to those CSOs.

| am hoping by now the league AGMs have been held and | can start building a contact list of all the
appointed CSOs for the leagues. My second request therefore is for each league to supply me with
the name of your appointed CSO for season 24/25. | would like to support them in ensuring that all




h)

teams participating in their respective competitions (who have any U18 players), have the following
checks completed:

Every coach has the relevant DBS checks in place (if any U18 players)

Every coach and volunteer, including the CSO, have the correct safeguarding training

Clubs hold records of the DBS checks, training completion and renewal dates

It is important to highlight that Safeguarding is everyone’s responsibility and every volunteer
should remain vigilant and challenge any concerning behaviour. Safeguarding shouldn’t just
be there for when something goes wrong. It should be embedded into everything the club and
league does.

You can contact me on berkssafeguarding@gmail.com

Ali Stamp asked if CAPS was ever likely return to the fold. Debbie Spindlow replied that the
Participating Team at EN was currently involved in a recruitment programme so highly unlikely at
the moment. Also that with Engage now operating a lot of the old required information for CAPs is
contained on that system. So until anyone is appointed we cannot confirm one way or another if

CAPs will return.

Berkshire Netball Development Officer Report — Debbie Spindlow

DS reported that it had been a successful year for her in achieving her targets. One of which is
reaching out to new netballers through Back to Netball and Walking Netball and the numbers have
been higher this season than any others in the past. It is hoped that these sessions can be extended
to all the local authorities within the County and to help with this we need to source Level 2 coaches,
particularly in the Maidenhead, Windsor and Slough areas.

For the 2024/2025-year EN have asked NDOs to focus on working with Schools and thanks to
Berkshire Netball who have provided some funding, | have already organised 2 training sessions for
Teachers in September and provided resources for them and help in organising some primary school
competition.

DS than thanked everyone in every form of netball within the County for their support as she couldn’t
do her job without that support.

The Reports were then accepted by all Members present.

5. League Reports:

All Berkshire League Reports are available on the Berkshire Netball Website for those who wish to read them.

The Reports were then accepted by all Members present.

6. Accounts: The Accounts were adopted. Woodways Accountancy were appointed as our Auditors.
There was a proposal to leave the Berkshire County Membership Fee at Zero for the 2024/2025 season.

All the above were accepted by all Members present.

7. Election of Officers:

All current Officers were happy to restand:

Chair:

Sarah Feast

Secretary: Julie Arnold
Treasurer: Charlotte Maxfield



Competitions: Kate Maxfield
Umpiring: Mary Stanley
Coaching: Kerry Grundy
Development: Sarah Feast
Publicity: Debbie Horn
Safeguarding: Christina Berenger

SF did comment that as part of Constitution we will have to look at the length of Service for Board Members
and some positions may well become vacant for the 2025/2026 season.

All Officers were then re-elected by all Members present.

SF Closed the meeting at 20:06



